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Fire Closure in Effect on BLM Lands in Washington State 
 

Spokane—Continued hot weather, an abundance of dry highly flammable fuels, and a 
shortage of suppression resources due to other large fires throughout the west are cause for much 
concern by land managers.  Because of these conditions, the Spokane District Bureau of Land 
Management is placing a fire closure on all public lands it administers in the state of 
Washington.  The fire closure will be effective at 12:01 a.m on Saturday, July 26, 2003 and will 
remain in effect until further notice.  Lands affected by the closure include several popular 
recreational areas: Coffeepot, Pacific Lakes, Twin Lakes, Yakima River Canyon, Chopaka, 
Juniper Dunes, Liberty, and San Juan Island.   

 
District Manager Joe Buesing explains that, “The dry summer we’re having has depleted 
moisture, moving fire danger toward extreme levels.”  Buesing is asking all public land users to 
be aware of the fire closure.  He says that campfires are permissible only in improved 
campgrounds that have steel fire rings, but otherwise the 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
apply.   
 
The regulated fire closure prohibits the following acts on affected land: 

• Building, maintaining, attending, or using a fire, campfire, or stove fire including 
charcoal briquette fire (43 CFR 9212.2).  Liquefied and bottled gas stoves and heaters are 
allowed, if used within an area at least 10 feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of all 
flammable material.   

• Smoking while traveling in areas of timber, brush or grass, except in vehicles on roads, 
on barren areas, or cleared areas at least 3 feet in diameter, or on boats on rivers or lakes 
(43 CFR 9212.2). 

• Operating any type of motorized vehicle off developed roadways (roads that are clear of 
flammable debris, berm to berm).  Parking of vehicles on roadways must be done in an 
area barren of flammable materials (43 CFR 9212.2.b.1). 

• Ignition of fireworks is prohibited on all public lands within the Spokane District. 
 
Federal regulations (43 CFR 9212.3.a) exempt certain persons from this fire closure order, 
including persons with a permit specifically authorizing the otherwise prohibited act or omission.  
Also exempted are any federal, state, or local officer or a member of an organized rescue or fire 
fighting force in the performance of official duty. 
 
For more information about the regulated fire closure, contact the Spokane BLM District at 1103 
North Fancher, Spokane, WA, telephone (509) 536-1200, or check the website at 
www.or.blm.gov/spokane. 
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